review the evolution of a number of sub-fields or sub-disciplines in the pages of AJPS and its predecessor Politics. Inevitably, the contributors cited earlier articles in the journal (self-citations), including those published in the preceding two years. This resulted in references to a large number of articles that were published in 2013 and 2014 and these citations generated the 'anomalous citation patterns' observed by Thomson Reuters. We were entirely unaware of what such a pattern might look like until after the event. Accordingly, we did not have the capacity to provide advice to contributors on the rate of self-citations, and could not have done so without risking accusations of 'gaming' the system. Barring any other unusual citation pattern, we understand from Taylor & Francis that the IF should be restored in 2017.
Political scientists, especially those working in cross-disciplinary teams, are also likely to be familiar with the SCImago Journal Rank (SJR) indicator provided by Scopus and based on journals in its database. Scopus also orders journals in broad disciplinary clusters. The SJR ranks the influence of a journal by analysing both the number of citations received by it over a three-year period and the importance or prestige of the journals where such citations occur. Although this indicator of 0.442 for AJPS for 2015 showed a slight dip on 2013-2014, it was an increase over the 2008-2011 figures, and compares well with similar journals. Scopus also provides an 'H' index for journals, which records the number of articles that have received 'h' citations over the whole period. AJPS currently scores 25. Overall, the journal lies towards the top of the second quartile of all 'Sociology and Political Science' journals internationally, which is higher than other Australian-based journals in this disciplinary cluster. The ranking in 2015 was 312 of 951.
As already noted, IFs are not the only way to measure the quality and impact of published research. A much wider suite of indicators is now available to editors of academic journals. AJPS publishes current statistics on article views, in addition to citations, and an Altmetric score derived from its social media impact. For example, 'Aboriginality and the Northern Territory Intervention', written by Alissa Macoun and published online in August 2011, has garnered almost 8000 views to be the 'most-read' article in the history of AJPS. Six of the 10 mostread articles were published in 2011 or later. Citations generally take longer to accumulate and the 10 'most-cited' articles in the journal were published prior to during the Deakin team's appointment. Nonetheless, 'The Jaws Effect: How movie narratives are used to influence policy responses to shark bites in Western Australia' by Christopher Neff, and published online in December 2014, has gained an Altmetric score of 116 (as well as over 3500 views).
More personally, we would like to express our gratitude to all those colleagues who made it possible to produce AJPS over the six-year period. First, we would like to acknowledge the other members of the editorial team who went far beyond the call of duty in their work on the journal. The Associate Editors, David Hundt and Meagan Tyler, have performed outstanding service in managing the day-to-day work of the journal. Their advice, critical eye for detail, and strategic acumen have been invaluable in lifting the quality of AJPS. Marina Cominos was also a meticulous and tireless Review Editor from 2013 until her resignation in early 2015. David Walker has been an energetic co-worker in the short time that he has held that position. A special tribute is due to our colleague and friend, Hans Löfgren, who was a pillar of good sense, reliability and integrity, and a driving force behind the Deakin team's original bid. His untimely death in 2014 was a major blow to AJPS and to Deakin University.
Journals are expensive to run. In addition to the financial support provided by the Australian Political Studies Association, we are grateful for funding provided by the School of Humanities and Social Sciences at Deakin University and by the Alfred Deakin Institute (ADI) for Citizenship and Globalisation. Fethi Mansouri, Director of the ADI, at Deakin University also deserves particular mention for his financial and collegial support of the journal. The publishers, Taylor & Francis, provided us with first-rate service and useful advice over the years.
We owe a very great debt to all our external referees over the last six years. Reviewing offers little extrinsic reward. But without this assistance we could not have produced a peer-reviewed journal of high quality. We must therefore acknowledge the referees for their careful scrutiny of papers and the provision of helpful comments and advice, not only to prospective authors, but also to those whose work we were unable to publish. In particular, our thanks are offered to those on the Editorial Advisory Committee, who in a number of cases took on more than their share of reviewing. In this regard, we should also mention Dennis Woodward who regularly wrote referee reports for the journal before his unfortunate passing in 2011.
The incoming editorial team from Griffith University are to be congratulated on their appointment. We are confident that the journal is well placed to make a strong contribution to the development of political science in Australia.
Geoffrey Stokes RMIT University
Marian Simms Deakin University
